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- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Upon further consideration, the allowability of claim 17 (from action dated 9-15-06) has 
been withdrawn. The examiner regrets any inconvenience this may cause. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claims 7-9, 11-13,15,19, and 20 are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75(c), as being of 
improper dependent form for failing to further limit the subject matter of a previous claim. 
Applicant is required to cancel the claim(s), or amend the claim(s) to place the claim(s) in proper 
dependent form, or rewrite the claim(s) in independent form. The language in claims 7, 8, 19, 
and 20 appears to already be present in the base claim (2). And claims 9, 13, and 15 depend 
from a cancelled claim (claim 1). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

4. Claims 2, 3, 7, and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Papenguth (3,215,442). 

Papenguth discloses a flat sealing ring (e.g. see Fig. 9) having an elastically deformable 
base ring 12, a stiffening ring 1 1 or 40, and a protective layer (other of 1 1 or 40). The core has a 
cross-section with a center 34 and first and second wing sections 33/42. Each wing has first and 
second planar surfaces extending directly from the center. And the center has a first surface 
directly connected with the first planar surfaces and disposed entirely beyond the plane they lie 
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in. The protective layer (e.g. lips 24/25 of 1 1) covers at least a portion of the base ring. The 
stiffening ring is provided at an inner or outer edge of the base ring. The ring is metal and has a 
height less than the greatest height of the base ring. Element 1 1 can be considered a one-piece 
stiffening ring and protective layer in a similar manner that Applicant's is. And, as seen in the 
figures, portions 24 and 25 contact at least portions of the deformable core. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Paieniabilhy shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 4, 8, 9, 1 1-13, 15, and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Papenguth. 

Papenguth disclose that rings 1 1 and 40 can be "metal or other rigid material." However, 
Papenguth does not appear to specify that the material is stainless steel or PTFE. The selection 
of a known material based on its suitability for its intended use is not considered inventive. See 
In re Leshin, 125 USPQ 416 (CCPA 1960). Both are know materials that are corrosion 
resistant. Therefore, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to make the rings of either stainless steel or PTFE. 

Response to Arguments 

7. The claims only require portions of the core to be covered by the protective layer. The 
core is defined as the center sections and the first and second wings. Legs 24 and 25 of element 

1 1 cover at least one of the wings and contact at least a portion of the center 34 (e.g. see Fig. 10). 
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Alternately, Figure 9 would also read on the claims since portions of element 40 contact at least 
one of the wings. Olson '181 (e.g. Figure 5) would also read on the claims as written. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Alison K. Pickard whose telephone number is 571-272-7062. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (9-5). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jennifer Gay can be reached on 571-272-7029. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Alison K. Pickard/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3676 
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